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Faba cooperative

• Faba is a service company owned by Finnish livestock 

entrepreneurs

• Faba is the livestock farm's everyday partner in improving 

productivity.

• Extensive range of services in animal material development, 

reproduction, health, production services and supplies trade.

• 5500 members

• Board: 6 farmer members and 1 expert member

• Representative board: 28 members

• Turnover in 2024 was 44 million euros



Faba is a responsible partner in improving the 

productivity of livestock farms so that our customers 

succeed in the growing international competition.

Faba is a versatile partner of a successful livestock farm 

and food chain, which produces industry-leading 

products and services.

Our mission Our vision



Finnish beef cow production 2025
Average herd size 32,2 cows

Herd size 1-14 15-29 30-49 50-74 75-99 100-149 150- Total

Suckler cows 4046 10,101 15,195 13712 7092 6872 3504 60,522

Farms 621 471 557 228 83 59 17 1873

Source:

OSF: Natural Resources Institute Finland, Number of livestock



Nordic beef cattle production
The number of cows in beef recording. (NAV)

DNK FIN SWE

Aberdeen Angus 2697 2913 4154

Blonde d’Aquitaine 471 137 664

Charolais 1082 2547 7683

Hereford 3154 4404 6444

Highland Cattle 1012 576 743

Limousin 5577 2424 2757

Simmental 2558 2100 4992

Belgian Blue/Danish 
Blue*

169



Breeding values on the national and Nordic level

National Nordic (NAV)

Breeds Ab, Ch, Hf, Li, Si, Hc Ab, Ch, Hf, Li, Si, Hc, Ba

Genomic breeding values Ab, Ch, Hf, Li, Si + crosses of these breeds Ab, Ch, Hf, Li, Si

Traits Calving ease (sire, damsire)
Birth weight
Weaning weight 200d 
Yearling weight
Dam
Slaughter weight
Carcass conformation score
Carcass fat score

Calf survival and calving ease
Birth weight (direct/maternal) 
Weaning weight gain (direct/maternal)
Yearling weight (direct/maternal) 
Post-weaning gain
Daily carcass gain 
Carcass conformation score 
Carcass fat score

Subindices Production
Growth
Slauhgter quality
Dam
Calving
Milk
Birth

Average 100, standard deviation 10 Average 100, standard deviation 10



NAV Beef Search

• Includes beef bulls and cows with their breeding values, pedigree 
information, number of progenies for bulls and results for monogenetic 
traits (genotyped animals)

• Updated four times a year

• Versatile search possibilites – breed must  be chosen

nordic.mloy.fi/NAVBeef



NAV Trends - Beef

• Display graphs for genetic 
trends for Nordic beef cattle 
breeds

• Subindices only

• Breed has to be chosen

• Updated four times a year

nordic.mloy.fi/NAVTrends/beef



• Farm to farm

• Faba’s NautaNetti

• MinunMaatilani/MyFarm -program

• Slaughterhouses Atria’s and HK’s bull 

auctions in April

Beef animal trade in Finland



• Finnish dairy and beef farmers can sell their cattle via Faba

• There is a market place inside the farm management program MinunMaatilani/MyFarm

• MyFarm is used by Finnish cattle farmers

• Herdbooked breeding animals in beef recording or milk recording

• Lot of data available!

• National breeding values

NautaNetti – Faba’s market place for cattle



Monogenetic 
traits 

(poldness 
etc.)

Weights, breeding values, 
# of offsprings/herds

Pedigree

Inbreeding



Calving/offspring 
history of animal 

or dam

Conformation 
scoring

Health records, 
vet’s 

treatments



Dairy farming in Finland

June 2025/LUKE Total -14 15-29 30-49 50-74 75-99 100-149 150-199
200-
299 300-

Dairy cows 227272 3570 21211 32203 53053 20667 43573 20082 20441 12472

Herds 3925 435 961 839 862 244 350 116 85 33

Milk recording

Average herd size +62,9

Milk yield 10,371 kg​

Energy-corrected milk (ECM) 11,171 kg​

Cow weight 665 kg​

Milk fat content 4.40%​

Milk protein content 3.61%​

Somatic cell count 186,000 cells/ml​



Finnish breeding sector’s future perspectives in export 

Currently, there is good demand for dairy breeds domestically.

Export is possible if certain conditions are met.

- NO GO – Russia

- Responsibility

- Transport and conditions in the destination country

Challenges of export

- Small herds – animals must be sourced from multiple herds – wide procurement area

- Long distances within Finland for collecting animals

- ETT's responsibility guideline: foreign animal transport trucks are not allowed beyond the port



Contact information (animal trade) :

Elainkauppa@faba.fi

Pirkko.tauren@faba.fi

mailto:Elainkauppa@faba.fi


Thank you!
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