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Dry Cow Management is 
the single most important 
phase of  production



Dry Cow Programs, A new 

look at the old way!

In North America there has been a failure of  the transition period



Rules that still apply 

Å    Nutrition

Å Dry  Cow program 

Å    Cow Comfort 

Å    Reproduction 

Å    People get everything done above!

Å Forage quality



Itõs a Matter of Too Little or 

Too Much!

Or how do we get it just right?



Too Much

Å Body Condition 

Å Weight Loss in Dry Pen 

Å Time in the Dry Pen 

Å Energy 

Å Too Many Lactations 

Å Twins / Triplets

Å Grain 

Å Overcrowding 

Å Excess Soluble Protein



Too Little

ÅBody Condition 

Å  Time in the Dry Pen 

Å  Selenium 

Å Cow Comfort 

Å  DMI 

Å  Fiber 

Å  Protein 

Å  Magnesium



Too Muchééé..Too Little



Too Muchééé..Too Little

ÅBody Condition 

Å  Weight Loss in Dry Pen 

Å  Time in the Dry Pen 

Å  Energy 

Å  Too Many Lactations 

Å  Twins / Triplets 

Å  Grain 

Å  Overcrowding 

Å  Excess Soluble Protein

ÅBody Condition 

Å   Weight Gain in Dry PenÅ 

ÅTime in the Dry Pen 

Å    Energy 

ÅSelenium 

Å    DMI 

Å    Fiber 

Å    Protein 

Å   Magnesium



Dr. Gordie Jones Partner Central Sands Dairy LLC

Feeding the Dry Cow The ògoldilocksó diet!



Nutrition - Ration



Consistency 

and routine

Feed quality

Cows

Cow 

comfort

People and performance

Ration 



Across the US there has been a failure 

of  the transition period.

So what have we tried?



Dry - Fresh Cow Programs 

Å Close-up programs 

Å Steam-up programs

Å ò10-dayó programs 

Å Drenching programs 

Å Calcium Boluses 

Å BHB testing 

Å Short Dry Cow Period 

Å No Dry Cow Period 

Å Multiple Milkings

Å Once a day Milkings



http://wdmc.org/2007/drackley.pdf

Goldilocks Dry Cow Program

ÅComfort 

Å  Lower the Energy - High Fiber 

Å  Refer to Jim Drackleyõswork

http://wdmc.org/2007/drackley.pdf


Displaced Abomasums

ÅUS Dairy Industry 

Å Most Dairies have a goal of 4-6%

Å Less than 1% is very achievable! 



ȜȹȬɆȽȳȰ   ȍȼȰȮȹɊȸȭ19ȿȰȭ19ȷȫȻ19ȫȺȻ19ȷȫȴ19ȳɉȸ19ȳɉȶ19ȫȭȮ19ȼȰȸ19ȹȵȽ**ȸȹɊ18ȯȰȵ18

FRESH      2516 183 160 218 196 160 208 224 350 268 169 173 207

OK         1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0

HEAT       2049 165 120 137 130 198 139 205 202 260 198 142 153

BRED       5095 352 330 406 425 476 441 497 544 487 382 394 361

PREG       1697 164 124 180 163 159 147 163 187 47 50 157 156

OPEN       2671 176 193 205 230 301 278 298 333 154 102 223 178

PREV       167 6 16 21 11 32 28 11 4 9 15 9 5

MOVE       12089 891 833 726 1176 953 1019 894 1646 1303 1010 673 965

BULLPEN    331 56 31 44 19 20 3 16 48 15 10 23 46

DRY        1469 112 124 93 103 146 109 143 117 133 152 109 128

ABORT      248 20 23 24 16 22 21 20 27 19 21 17 18

DNB        114 9 9 4 6 2 15 15 32 14 2 4 2

SOLD       660 60 54 50 69 95 33 48 59 59 39 46 48

CHECK      128 9 14 12 4 13 9 9 11 13 16 10 8

EYES       15 0 0 0 0 0 1 8 0 6 0 0 0

FOOTRIM    5256 477 120 249 517 559 444 494 368 404 480 542 602

ENDMRT     3685 244 245 425 400 329 463 414 344 289 144 106 282

MASTVAC    383 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 122 109 152

VACC       2151 121 124 262 238 310 119 83 329 324 24 82 135

CYSTIC     53 8 3 4 3 5 3 2 5 1 6 4 9

DA         40 3 4 3 5 7 2 2 2 0 5 3 4

MILL1      1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

LAME       1597 147 80 75 127 86 67 128 136 186 181 186 198

MAST       2275 212 162 186 179 110 145 151 230 162 218 272 248

ENTRT      6 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0

WEIGHT     11 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 10 0 0 0 0

PNEU       20 1 2 6 1 0 1 0 0 3 3 2 1

RP         126 11 12 11 3 8 2 27 16 12 7 4 13

EMCULL     287 36 27 20 28 21 15 22 23 27 13 26 29

DRYVACC    1219 137 77 114 126 113 59 136 84 83 96 91 103

SALM       1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0



ȜȹȬɆȽȳȰ   ȍȼȰȮȹ

FRESH      2516

OK         1

HEAT       2049

BRED       5095

PREG       1697

OPEN       2671

PREV       167

MOVE       12089

BULLPEN    331

DRY        1469

ABORT      248

DNB        114

SOLD       660

CHECK      128

EYES       15

FOOTRIM    5256

ENDMRT     3685

MASTVAC    383

VACC       2151

CYSTIC     53

DA         40

MILL1      1

LAME       1597

MAST       2275

ENTRT      6

WEIGHT     11

PNEU       20
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DAõS 1.6%

RPõS 5%



Țȹȶȹȭȹȴ Ɂȳȵȶ        95% CI %ȜȽȰȶ#ȜȽȰȶ#ȪȶȹȭȏȻȾȮȳȋȬȹȻȽȍȼȰȮȹ%ȍȼȮ ȜȕȜ

1-49 ȏȸȳ          0 0 1 0 0 1 0

50-69 ȏȸȳ          47-54 50 431 425 20 48 876 18 2

70-89 ȏȸȳ          41-47 44 531 670 40 59 1241 26 2.3

90-109 ȏȸȳ          34-43 38 196 314 31 21 541 11 2.6

110-129 ȏȸȳ          29-37 33 149 304 25 14 478 10 3

130-149 ȏȸȳ          29-39 34 134 261 18 17 413 9 2.9

150-169 ȏȸȳ          30-41 35 105 194 14 15 313 7 2.8

170-189 ȏȸȳ          28-40 34 71 139 12 7 222 5 3

190-209 ȏȸȳ          21-34 27 47 125 9 3 181 4 3.7

>210 ȏȸȳ          23-31 27 124 343 45 8 512 11 3.8

ȍȜȐȎș                38-41 39 1788 2776 214 192 4778 100 2.6




