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Pig Farming in Scotland



Scottish Breeding Herd
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Pig Farming in Scotland

• @50 businesses

• 184 commercial sites

• Roughly half outdoor bred



Outdoor Breeding



Indoor Breeding



Scottish Meat Production (t)
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Why Scottish Pigs?

93% carcases eating 
quality score ≥ Good

100% family farms 
supplying through 2 

cooperatives

Every farm 
independently inspected 

every year

Growth rates 8% higher 
than UK average

37% reduction in GWP 
in last 20yrs

Antibiotic use much 
lower than UK av. 

(currently 85% less) 

¾ cereals grown on own 
farm or neighbour

6% more pigs weaned 
than UK average

Health status openly 
shared with other 
producers & vets



Quality Meat Scotland Pigs Assurance Scheme



WHOLE SUPPLY CHAIN ASSURANCE
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Pigs Scheme overview

183 approved scheme members 



Standards and review 
cycle

https://www.qmscotland.co.uk/pig-standards

https://www.qmscotland.co.uk/pig-standards




What areas 
are assessed?

The stock

Stockman ship

Animal welfare

Housing/Handling facilities

Medicine Storage

Feed store

Paperwork



Pig Welfare



Scottish Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals



The Value of Data



Quarterly Veterinary Reports

Private
Veterinarian



Disease Elimination - PRRS



Outbreak Control – Swine Dysentery



Impact on Antibiotic Use
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Benefits for Scheme Members





Any Questions?

Andy.mcgowan@scottishpigproducers.co.uk

www.scottishpigs.coop

mailto:Andy.mcgowan@scottishpigproducers.co.uk
http://www.scottishpigs.coop/

